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    OFOFOFOF    ADVENTADVENTADVENTADVENT    ––––    HUMAN RIGHTSHUMAN RIGHTSHUMAN RIGHTSHUMAN RIGHTS    SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    

________________________________________________________ 

 
Summerlea United Church is located on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange amongst 

Indigenous peoples and nations.  We honour, recognize, and respect these nations as the traditional stewards of the 
lands and waters on which we meet today. 

 
 

 

Prelude     “The Holly and the Ivy” 18
th

 C. English Carol 

      “Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabelle” 17
th

 C. Provençal Carol   

 

We Gather and We Can Sing! 

 

Introit     “All Earth Is Waiting” VU 5 

 

 All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

 And open furrows await the seed of God. 

 All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; 

 It cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

 

 Thus says the prophet to those of Israel, 

 “A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel.” 

 One whose name is “God with us,” our Saviour shall be, 

 Through whom peace will blossom once more within our hearts. 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Come as an Advent people; praise the God of Peace. 

We come with glad and thankful hearts. 

Follow the holy way; make the path straight. 

We will walk the road to Bethlehem. 

Advent summons us. 

With the exuberant hopefulness of a child.  

Advent holds us spellbound with child-like wonder. 

Advent challenges us to care for the littlest child. 

Advent amazes us, for God was made known in a child.  

   

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 

Opening Hymn     “Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness” VU 28 

 

The Lighting of the Second Advent Candle:      “PEACE” 

 

 Last week, we lit the Candle of Hope. 

 Hope accompanies us until the night of the Nativity. 

 Hope will accompany us all the days of our lives.   

 

 (Leslie, please light the candle of Hope) 

  



(Leslie) This week, we light the candle of Peace. Not just any peace, the  Peace of God, the peace Jesus left us when he said: 

My Peace I Give  to you, My Peace I leave with you. (John 14: 27)  

 

 (Brian lights the candle of Peace) 

 

(Brian)  Today, we light the candle of Peace. This is the Peace of Old, when  God said in psalm 29: May the Lord bless his people 

with peace.  

 

Israeli traditional song     “Joy Shall Come”    VU 23 

 

(ALL)  Lord, hear our prayer for peace… within ourselves, within our  communities, within our nation and with all the 

nations of the  world, including all the people of Israel.  

 Amen 

 

Sung: 

 Peace, peace, peace we light a flame of peace. Tune VU 47 

 When Advent comes our hearts are yearning, 

 As we set each candle burning. 

 Peace, peace, peace, we light a flame of peace. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Supplication 

Through our lives, O God, 

You have suffered all the pains of humankind. 

All the pains of Creation. 

And you and we still suffer every day, and at every hour. 

But we also rejoice in you and with you. 

We also come back to living happily. 

We breathe hope and peace again with you. 

We confide in you, and we regret every sad moment we all go through. 

Surely, we want to dwell in your House every day of our lives. 

May it be so, 

Amen.  

 

Hymn     “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness” VU 18  

 

We Listen to The Word of God 
Scripture reader:  Brian Maklan 

 

Prayer of illumination 

Malachi 3: 1-4 

Song of Zechariah VU 900  
      

Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, The Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

Luke 3: 1-6   

Philippians 1: 3-11   

Rev Christine’s Message 
 

 

Duet     “I waited for the Lord” Mendelssohn 

  Soprano soloists  

  Elin Thordardottir & Barbara Moffat  

 

  



We Respond To God’s Love 
 

Minute for Mission 

 

Collection Plate: Please note that until we can pass the collection plates again during service, you can leave your donation envelopes 

or donations in the plates which are at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Offertory Dedication                                                                                         VU 55 

 What can I give him, poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

 Yet what I can I give him….give my heart 

  

Prayer for the Offering 

 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 Closing Hymn     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” VU 44 

 

Announcements 

We Go Back into the World 
  

Commissioning 

  

 We go out now, in Hope and Peace, we go. 

 Your people are waiting and listening for you, O God 

 We hear and see the signs of God’s presence around us. 

 Then may you go and shine God’s glory always!  

 Praise be to God!    
 

Refrain: Peace shines as the solitary star, MV 220 

 Faith is the inner light. 

 You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

 And illumine the pathway home. 
 

 Go back into the world and get ready for the coming of Christ. 

 Prepare the way of the Lord and set your heart on God’s signs of  love all around us.  

 We are not alone! 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

Refrain: Peace shines as the solitary star, MV 220 

 Faith is the inner light. 

 You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

 And illumine the pathway home. 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Common Blessing    VU 45, v.1 (alt.) 

  

 PEACE is now in every place, 

 Christmas lightens every face; 

 Now be with us, in your grace; 

 O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus. 

 

Postlude     

 “Still, Still, Still” Salzburg Melody, c 1819 

 Arr. Mark Hayes 

 


